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ANNEX || - BOOK SYNOPSIS & CONTENTS

RAMAYANAZE

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS OF ASIA

A publication by the Asian Civilisations Museum
with 20 essays from reputed international scholars and full colour illustrations

The Ramayana is one of the most famous literary works of ancient India. For more
than two thousand years, Ramayana—the tale of Prince Rama’s life and exploits—
has spread as far as Iran in the West and Japan in the East, and has inspired
retellings by saints, poets, scholars and performers for generations. In Southeast
Asia and East Asia, the story was creatively adapted to reflect local cultures, beliefs
and practices. With the growing interest in the Epic and the global spread of the
Indian Diaspora, the ancient Epic remains relevant and meaningful even in the
modern times.

This richly illustrated volume, Ramayana in Focus captures the fascinating adaption
of the story in different Asian cultures. The twenty essays from reputed international
scholars on Ramayana cover a wide range of topics on literary, visual, performing
and contemporary arts: Ramayana in Sanskrit Hindu culture, in Chinese and
Japanese literature and arts; the royal murals of Phnom Penh and Bangkok; the
delicate carvings on Javanese and Khmer temples; embroidered shawls from Bengal,
traditional Indian paintings from Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh; the performing
traditions of Wayang Kulit Siam in Malaysia, Sundanese Wayang Golek and
Balinese Wayang Wong and Cak dance; interpretation of the Ramayana in Java
and Indian dances in the early to mid 20™ century; Ramayana in contemporary
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Indian advertisements, films and television serials and contemporary Indonesian
films and politics. The book also has a special focus on key female characters such

as Princess Sita, queens of King Dasharatha and demonesses Tataka and
Shurpanakha.

This book provides insight into the Ramayana traditions in Asia at a glance. It will
appeal to those interested in Ramayana studies, Asian literature, art and cultural
history and contemporary culture in Asia. Accompanied by endnotes, list of books for
further reading, and index, these essays are accessible and beautifully designed. It
is hoped that this offering of the Asian Civilisations Museum, Singapore to promote
better understanding of Asian cultures and traditions will further enhance research
and publications in these areas.
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CONTENTS
1 Introduction Gaurl. Parimoo
Krishnan
Ramayana in Literary Traditions: A Reflection
Sanskrit Ramayanas, Puranas and Rama Kavyas:
2 How They Fashioned Later Rama stories. Mandakranta Bose
3 The Story of Prince Rama |nIJapan: Fabio Rambell
Sources and Transformations
4 The Advent and Study of Ramayana in China Zhang Xing
Representation of Ramayana Characters in Visual Tra  ditions: A Special Focus
5 Rama the Perfect Man: John and Mary
Whatever Your Faith Brockington
Looking at Ravana: Images .
6 of Rama'’s Foe in Visual Art and Performance Paula Richman
7 Voices of the Ramayana Women: Gauri Parimoo
The Snare, Old Hag or the Damsel in Distress? Krishnan
8 Tataka, Shurpanakha and Kabandha: The Forest Rachel Loizeau
Runners of the Ramayana 5™ — 13" centuries
Representation of Ramayana in Visual Traditions: A Rereading
9 A Rare Set of Pahari Paintings based on the Ramacharita Ratan Parimoo
Manasa in the Baroda Museum and Picture Gallery, India
10 Ramayana and Related Imagery in the Los Angeles Stephen Markel
County Museum of Art
1 Embroidered Ramayana Episodes on Kantha Textiles Pika Ghosh
from Bengal
12 Dundubhi (Torapi) in Ramayapa Narratives of Cambodia Vittorio Roveda
and Thailand
Representation of Ramayana in Performing Traditions - A Review of Practice
: : . Ghulam-Sarwar
1 R the Mal W Kulit
3 amayana in the Malaysian Wayang Kulit Siam Yousof
14 Ramayana: The Roles Qf the Great Eplc in Visual and | Made Bandem
Performing Arts of Bali
Recycling Rama: The Ramayana and symbols in the
15 Puppetry and Masks of West Java Kathy Foley
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20™ century rediscovery of Asian Universalism:

16 Rabindranath Tagore’s Interpretation of the Epics Sugata Bose
20" century interpretation of the Ramayana in Indian .
17 Dance: Rukmini Devi and Shanti Bardhan Kapila Vatsyayan
Ramayana and Contemporary Culture Throughout Asia
Ramayana Remix: -
18 Two Hindi Film-Songs As Epic Commentary Philip Lutgendort
The Fatal Crossing: Sita’s Abduction in the Valmiki's -
19 o ) Heidi Pauwels
Tulsidas’ and the televised Ramayan
Reconfiguring the Feminine: :
20 The Real, Reel, and Riel Life of Neang Seda Julie Mehta
21 The Ramayana in Southeast Asia: Marshall Clark

Fostering Regionalism or the State?
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